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Some aspect of a History of Religious Coexistence and
Understanding in Gondar Province to 1991

Ebrahim Damtew' & Assefa Balcha (Ph.D)
Abstract

The objective of this study is to survey the history of coexistence and mutual understanding among the
Christian- Muslim population of Gondar province, Ethiopia. The study employed qualitative method in
collecting relevant historical sources. These sources could be categorized as primary and secondary.
Finally, the collected sources transformed to evidence, crosschecked and triangulated for valid synthesis.
Though not properly understood, yet not exhaustively studied and recorded, the history of Ethiopia is
characterized by shared and overlapped identities. This was the result of continuous interaction and
integration of in this case religious communities for a prolonged period in the past. Dynamic relations
across religions lines have been facilitated through political, sociocultural and economic activities. Such
interaction eventually assisted to create common values to govern the society without discrimination.
The finding of this paper affirms the existence of various social and cultural values among the two
major religious groups in the study area. The shared cultural and social institutions such as yditutlej,
abd lij Mizéndt,ddbayet, mcdhaber, Equb, Idir and others enabled them to share their sorrows and
happiness, together, as manifested in building churches and Mosques as well as celebrating holidays
together. Hence, the study area has for long been developed such values that glued Muslims and
Christians despite their religious difference. Mutual understanding among different religious groups is
not something that happens overnight, but the result of prolonged interaction and integration. The study
recommends that cultural practices have to be studied thoroughly and communicated to the concerned
bodies to learn more so as to ensure mutual respect, peaceful coexistence and enduring interfaith
harmony.

Keywords: Ethiopia, Gondar. Culture, coxsistance, shared identities, Christianity,

Isalm
AZ1CT TSt

CIY PG PG AT Q/8MGT NG avtan a7 NPXP T7C hEAUTC 9°7 araa W7 LNC (D& LG
MACT YNCz: PG 9B7FR CI°CI°C UL CHIEA (L7 QanEang 06 UG LLE 92157 NaPa-(0-NT (04ATG
NPGET 716 ATLAz: TR Foh €917 NG CONAT W7 L7ET 1z N3N LT hW1LI° 180 N1
AL NEA NYSTIGT ML NP1 BALEA NTLAD- @17 IC ov+a0-N7T aPnANCTS aPOA aPANI® ALY

1 Department of History and Heritage Management, College of Social Science and the

Humanities, University of Gondar, Ethiopia. Email: alyouebrahim@gmail.com or_ebrahim.dam
tew@uog.edu.et

2 Department of History and Heritage Management, College of Social Science and the
Humanities, Wollo University Ethiopia. Email: anegwo(@gmail.com

This journal is licensed under a creative common Attribution-Noncommercial 4.0. It is
@ @ accredited to the University of Gondar, College of Social Sciences and Humanities.
DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.4314/erjssh.v11i2.3

42




ERJSSH 11(2), December 2024

OPC U ALOPMTFD CTLFNTFD T4 AGLNI": (LE LH Iather M/ PT “19N4RG QAR
ao(tINC CULoPME GF@: NILVI° IC 2L NARFT MOT €oLeUI°8. €04 AvET ACTEMS: +C7 A.LAAM:
WEDAL TOALI® ANV BOTPAN:: APANE 1T7LC NEAUIC NTAL CUNET AIPFT ChCNTE7G ChANAIPGT
TNFCT nPLCOMT AHIPLDG AOEANND- ARTFED7 ANNLD- C7LEGVFD NCF CAVARS “1906-E -+t
ARG AN AT 70Z5FM:: “UI°LG" T avnONCT ANC av@CT apMEePT an-FANCT Y8MGH P O0ATT
ANC “INCT ANC a0NATT a0MANPT 0017077 fLCT ONTT ACTTTT J°CPTG CoPANNTT7 PPN BFAA:
: ANOO@ AMLY7S WTF AGETT COLCMPAA NN MOT AZLPTT U004 (110G ¢3¢ P56.C
HBLPT ATLINGT TG BMEMAz: CAIFT av-FAnN NYS8TIGHTF nNC erQC OVA IC NAET W1LM.ME-4N
avTrlAl 8FAA::

RAG PNTE ATCXRLT TILCT QVAT ANCFTT NCOTG ANAIPG

av9)(L, £
5.27L2715 oo +ANNS AOCTT NAATXE

CATTeRL AN NP7 EIPC NHEPCI° CUT NOD- (& av7 1L Cap (191G LaPeG T PAN CA7LYV T Féh
CAM AAGUr ANHI° TLLaPLIC F4E RELAIY: TCANC BITFD W7LMNT “Jdh hi& CRLIM HAN PAT
UIC 7" (BFEmT 20139%.9°: 366) = NHCY- I°UE7 9°CI°C WrRIP1LSM: 0LE9° LH hAC arQC hYHU7
CavaGAA M-MT CURTT €4 WLt A7L4MEEDM e.avan 7 M- (Taddesse,1988:5-6; Bah-
ru,2023)

Ul £209° Y8MIG 5 NCATSS ANAICS ML ATCXL A erEarde NFONT-T LHS ANANN, ANH Ol
Haoy NG ACINE 8FFAA  (BFm7 2013 9.9°: 3367 Taddesse, 1988; Hussein, 2001):
BU7 hJ)M9, AMLM- U4k arAGI°L 4P hblar P P77 DkI® AIPrE5 apPans @ N HONNNT apnAG @+
IO04P IC PCOT LAM- aPUG nHU AN, IC /04D 340D 17T AC CALL AAYNLI® BI°C 1Dz CUNEI°
AP RO NAATIR ao 71 avPr9° AGMPN ev NG CAANT 158 10 ( Sergew, 1972; Triming-
ham, 1956) =

AR J4nG QUA M0 CUIC ONPA AI°r5F TZ0G AN YNC ALOAIY  ChLULT PhCNTSS ChNAIPG
YeMGEF A0S (U14E QA AL NGHG ¥ (Haggai,2013:1-5; Trimingham, 1956:24-30):
: (IFFAL ChCATES PANAICS Y8TIGTTF 144 L9° Havy 10)4 U 815A: AHY PGSO 9°n7LT UNk Y85+
ncng ATexem-e7 HnFe iy SHM- AHOPGT evQ4iFM- - (Hussien, 1996; Haggai,2013;
Eloi, 2017 )=z LU U1k 040 UIC NPA YLTIGFR ANy W79.546T h&CAFAz hWCI°N CMGPLM-
CTCLNC FL0 FI°%T AN “ . . . 8D @740 P’ AN AHAPG T (AL MNP A$L CFAD- L TNCALLST7 ANH-
IONT Qa0 (AR P7PE OLLEEFFM TAAP 1911 ALOLT -0 hantéb L0 NCLAMa- T9°VCET im-. . . "
(MCI°PNT 2015%.9%:412-413) 2 8709° SNHI® NANAICGSD: AI°rT HCEI® (LP7 A74S.U 10 AT PNLG4-A
(Hussien, 2001; Solomon, 1994):

OATER e CNCOAELTTTG CorAAI®T7 Foh AL NePnANCS T IC OH157 AZA9° N (DA CUL.G LM
NCAOLLr CUILF7 71”7 hC™Y N avhav e ¢ 7 avdnG “INTG14% 10 (Pankhurst, 1996;
Sergew, 1972) = ML AL CTOALST CANAICG AT NI (AU 04N aPnG ANALD: (AT IFD-
A8 8L CINLM7 RS ATINANG YNC: 1€ aPhan&I° ML AA VLN UIC APANE (Co19°T 4CN9°T FeG9°T
A7LI° NADSFMICE CAVSED T7 ML An(I® WAL INC: NTCXLI° av P NFAVT (NAICTIED: +LPAz:
EMAL U1GTMI° NLLT CANAICG 89167 (LMGS (PG CToPAN h7LING Uk DA AL 9L CI° OP4 hAM4-9°
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(Hussien, 1996z 2001z AC9°¢n 2015%.9°. ) = 8V €460 AIMM. W78 NP G¢ NWIANAE

“....widely known in Islam but also present [....80¢Fsh NV (04T NI €30 UT
in the Christian world, the famous episodes 15Nz (TS N78.0 (€N o0hong 0417

of the “"hadith, recounting the exile of some | ¢7LETT) NAPEAPLLPE CANAIG hI°7T T0I¢5F
of the first adherents of Islam who were +avn L WAL POLC aPOLLS LT NCNTST
persecuted in Mecca and found refuge in the | £T¢OATD AA€XL AILYT NLATT OOGTLFOT
Christian Kingdom of Abyssinia, serve to a1 ML &HT NANINLE ANC ThANE NersC

emphasize the possibility of harmony between | £1& aPw/lek ¢MG w7407 04 L€ 10C i

the two religions...” (Eloi Ficque,2006:39) aGC BFAM . . L] =

NAL ATLINAD: (€ aPhar 7 INICF ATCEL CTPOAFNTS COTGILTNT o071 ONHED: L7875 T
TrErr (AL ANCPTES ao-Fan- N2A9°9° U AATTE AL (L0 (UI° AO9PC CoLavM) y(D)-z: 1NE a0 hav & p TR L7
NGETOT ANGRAES TNETNAE IC CATT AT (TP AT0LN AP aPAGE UG av ST W7LaPAN4GAT CM-NTI°
CM-9° UIC PHCE I°U-¢-7 NIPCIPLEM- avanldPA (Seregew, 1972 ; Trimingham, 1956; Hus-
gsien, 1996, Haggai,2013:5)=

NTERL AANATIG Y8MGT OLLTHED ANEPAA ¢H Panena NOZNLL °LC N-EHNG40 ANATTIR a7 TG T
NN 087 W7 LTHe CANNT AT POA W78RLT BT 16-A: ALV €€ CrHIL PA ANTPAN W7LINLD TP T
nmmA (Taddesse 1972; Hussien, 2001):= 8U7 A%7E  +aNPn 040 BA ECHT 0L
CaPANNT NANATG PG NBA A X LT DPI° (9970701 AATIEI° ACINT T7 L0T14A (Taddesse
(1972:31-32; Haggai, 2013):

OATCHLI° LC Y8MIGHE (N4 NTAL NapnnAGFD- Hery N LOAD- €F4n NGEA NLICM- NNCAELSPm-
TMONAL a7 1PTG 19°/242G LA 9°04P ANATTD THAT eapnnd AACILG 1817 COH Trrt Wil CHC -
IoULT P0Gz (UG Fen ©2AM7 F8BI° BUT €9y U Y8UIGT7 9°N70T n&CT NG ¢ACH NACH
MCPG P4 O CAe ALNTEDSG  eand HMYGED- NGA HoPGT 999000 GFED-=: PG 17 hOHGD- Havy
NUAEI® A% 'HAN apnnd FOSAKS TLITER apGC anCin 7L NG NCNI PG ALIIMPA (11807 2017 ;
nCIeenT 2015 9.9 4152 Taddesse, 19727 0% 20047 Hussien 2001 ;Bahru, 2001) =
AN PCAN L L0 QUIEFTT €Y8MGT Fen NG A7avANT (O CY8MIGT ANCYTS AAYC BV Carai
TrErtF AMea Mea DALY AIPNHIY A7LPS ACONT F48 TOALD: CTMFOT AN T70 Lornad (18T
2017z Taddesse, 1972; Hussien, 2001) = 0PCH 0% MLMT A0G VAFT ATV hoog
A7 CATTFDT WL AN a0 PP0 BFAA  (0-%7 2004 9.9°.; Assefa, 2019; Ahmed , 2017
)2z

NAL A7LINAD: (ATEREL 4N CYLMIGTAG CACIGT T7 7T 188 (ALY LH, A7RCHY - -HeRA% U5 UG
M-0TI° U7 068 NaPy6hs IPN7 T AT 41T AANGTTI® ACINT C0EI4-A (Bahru, 2001; Hussien
2001) = nCng P459° LCAPAz: T77E9° (.8 DAL AGPTIAZ A7LTTNLD NATIP7I° 19T 79°T ACH NACH
MM LntG1L NC (Ibid; Hussien,2006; Solomon, 1994; Hussien, 1996;
M%7 2004 9.9°. )=
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U028 (2013:3) NIAZ W7806.41%

“..History has many facets and each observer | [£3:én PGT CTALE ABIF P MGG SFFAN:
is inclined to emphasize one aspect or # BV n7L nTO GATIG TR ADNT $TUHA

(& r
another...” SUGA. . . ]

CILY PGTI° 90 QYLMIGT NOCHTS evtanl CULAM-7 48 NMGF NZC ALF NPLI° T7L8C hGAUIC 99198
U777 MUGE QN7 Y8MGT T I°N70°T CLLT MBI° NAL AGPINE W7 LN 7"ATNRG AnGTLeD GATH57
APLAI° (LA Y8157 ML & (R0 NPT 1RTG P4 Lot CoLovank ML NIAK LLLT haer 0O+
MEI° CUNETI® LI°C hCLIPZ 9°N7 L EI° T4¢ (16 (10PU+G NHY apM PG G MO7 M-8 QAU 7(0-z:

9o WD 8V PG ST 1AM hAN NPAPTS (NGT MG Y@ O8OAI P CHCE I9°U¢T NPGAIFD-
WrLMLALT (A LH, 0L Tar 71T A TéD: A L an )G MNP avTayT apnOOCT
a-FOOCS CarAanT7 ORCET N4 (18hT 20177 Taddesse, 1970: 197; Hussien, 2006;
Taddesse, 1972; Donzel, 19867 M%7 2004 2.9 . 2 1Fm-72011 %.9°: 21 Z0+6D"14 LIFar
72012 9.9%:413-14 )= gUTT avAng® T57E em-p9° U CUIC MATI° avlBP%F (ALY LH 9°0hCr T
NPtoNrA (Beckingham and Huntingford, 1958:190-1952zAbir, 2011) = A7LANT
ARPEF U €Y/87IGT ARVT7 TINNC 1TE.PCAR CTLLLCTM: VIC LA LaPAAAz: SNMI° W7 C/8MGT Th)8
NN AFCD: LULEALNTD-7 VIC Ut “17UAT AGTFAIP:: Ml T COALNTTAT WCOI° ANNTT COLAIAz: LI
TLELF avQC 1L BAPA TINT 1D SV NN TN AL T €3¢ AT BavnAA (Bahru, 2023) = nAU9°
NARYT MO ADL PPIG AT AOA aPPLLAT a0 FPOPT a0 FANAG aPLSST (TALE D15 apnnd W LINL
MLEHTI° WILDEGC TINTPA SFAAz: AIPANE T 1ILPET BEAITPAZ 1ILPEI NNAI° NONT LCAM- 8714
H7L& PNP Wr8.LLCHNFM: 7w TS BGCTFTFD7 B4AIN:: UIC (@ NNAMYI® av-@ 14890 G9°C ndbdé-dH.
NC ATINT SFAAz: TPLE AN 14D “INLAN L4 Wr8U OSEFTS aPMPPI° WrLINL avLST BTNz
7L aP(4-4517 eNHIPE (1771 apaP(V WO, apav LT ap PO TPLG R PN AT WG (HSLM- Al
NPT CMIL4 NGAT A79.09° AYLMIGT avsPF AavA@: WHA M@ €10 1D-:: 8V ChlDT AO198G -
AAAL a0 1L AN AL AN F LN BT MNAD: 2A9°° C7L0HPA F98 1D (Meyerson, 2000:1-xx) =
N 7IP7EG HPLE CINF TANCI® ML A7LEM A9 Qv )+ (UE A% aonnd 8R4 W1LINC
av Il BFAAz 8D (LE7N hevanAG@- Hovy B9°C (N4t CHOTPA ANAY® ATONCS ATIPLS @9°C Co1L.8L471
WILING avl ST WESTTIP: O TERT149° W75 CUIC TrOF Y.LT hAAY® avlPy7 0010097 1D (180hT 20172
Beckingham and Huntingford, 1958: 190-251) =

niLy: 2C QLN NAANCE ovGCS FCANTG HG8 BRM fe AT AAD C7°CHEIA “LALPSR NE707 (14100
aZ MG ONT ATLILNTT

“Despite Christianity is the reigning [9°79° W70 NCOAEG Cavy 12T Y8MGT (LP79°
religion. ... Abyssinian provinces are inhabited | MAA¢&E M ANAITT UIC (PN AI°FTG
by moors [Muslim], Pagans, Jews with CABUL AT NI U hNLD- 854

similar historical standing”(Johnson, 2007: 30 | "0C. . .]
0tene1é Tellez, 1710:39)

NCNT QVART “1INERT ANGULLRT 78U AN oot INC NARYT 00T HT100F ANCE CargC7 T
Wi LaavANEGAz: BUTG aPOA €040 HCGE SO 0T oo IND- LHRT CRATT CNTCRL AP DT TTI
MEPM A(OECFeP@ W7LMNEGT a0 17N CULLE T nBLAI : NAUYI® BV alE AAHIY: UL M7 TN, Tl
ANM@ £U10 1@ NI 5L IC (LT APARE (A G0.A Hovy av P 1780 Cara@-G ¢-+may ‘L
CGLM hAYLOY. TOTMr CaGP ©hIPOALE NN4T ChCAELGTTS arOAgF7 nNC CanGC HG8G M HHOTEY
CNEFED7 VICT ONGT N AZLTINND hovAhkA (Donzel, 1986) =
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AAYCTL CATCRLRLTT AW “TNNCT TGS ePAA QDA N7 N7 TP A6 T A7L7 N TAD: 85714-A:

“... the king came dowm from his throne and | [7Fw+ 7714 0004 €421 Dk Tt 0L h715

sat on the floor a th]ng which I would not avP(10M oML W11l BU7 Wi A7 €410
do unless the envoye is of the highest rank REAPANTI?:: (V7R L8 PAT AP AAAU7 8V NG
and entitled to the most glorious kind of POLINT NGOG . . ]

honor......” (Donzel, 1986:61)

ALY AL C7FWT TG CTPANT APONA (- TeranT AAYETL CATLSD: VIC A BOPANEA:: WO A7 L0PANLD-
CATEAL QUA W74 HCE A7 A7L7UFA CU.LMETPC hBLRAI: UGI° T7 ChAY LS L 188 "SR NLANNC W75
0T ARTTG “CTLAM7 TADP CUTC QDA NIV TINCI° (1AL PAONT CAD: LBaPOAA:: BTNDI° CCa077 TG aHA
Dnde oM AIPOALE AADY 1@ 0o 717 TiC NOLTT M CATCREL a7 17T RLao (M A$PE hF (G
WILMNM "D G0N ATLELGTG ANAYSTLI® C77 TNLLITFMT W& hIPAALE CTTAMAT ABaPOAI:: 09° 1Py
U N7 COTavTI T PCUT N08INGTT W7LGE ChAAYLSYL 1N 8LSGA: MWD ChAAYSL NT7LC ANE
LO1Lavm7 TIC hAG hAG ALA LOTD-OAZ

..... Some of the Christian eclassiatic [...A787& PNCOTG AP APOTET  AIPPT
spokeArabiC’ Khatirus was one and the TALe 7IC AL AMTHSA:z: ‘ CATCN’ 7IC 17 AR
leading. He spoke Arabic and showed interest MNCz IO @ WS TaPAAN BMEPT INCe: JASGTT
in Islamic conversation ... Khatirus kept LG #L YNTET ML IPAN WOCT P07 Y&

AUV 4P LE aoUP'r79° NAZNT 1NCs: WI° QAL a0
heULTG NCOELST AQUTIED ARC Qo077
WLTLaOCM W79718E (AT AU 9°00G hePLA
54 SartPAN:: ANE LT k@7 L R ML
TM-AL VIGED LavAak (CINT TAGTAT . . . . ]

coming back even said that were it not that he
did not feel free to do because of his position,
he would accompany the ambassador to the
Yemen, provided he could keep his religion.
Alhaymi then pointed out that many Jews, and
christians came to the Yemen for protection
and safety, some remaining while paying ajeza
others returning to their country after a short
stay....” (Donzel, p.65)

AO-PTT NPLG7 GAD AM7 MN@7E “TNC C7LATT7 LT hAY8Y1 NT78C A €747 Usd nav7149°
16 U146 W78 WAL Ute ©TALEe AT PATD AL HNNNLAr W7LMG4 G718 ATz I°GANTI" 8Y
TIC 7LeAC7 COr AP GATE AA(, ATLAPATE hevy ARFTE NAAD: 0TGN 0GC TETER 189
a7 1@ 8V ATAAN Y0NTTP4L AD-FFEI° LD AU7E T1C T7 OH10C AIPOHI° ABONTPAI: BVI° eam-
AT naop DO WL WIE 40 0SLTT CULeMP M (P ALYT ARPCIP: T7 807 Uk VIC £71.714-00 9°10C
a0 4O MLI° LA CTLAND NALTF M-OT LACA NF 7@ 8V 1I10C NPLP WICXLRLT 007 b7 (Mt AL
COTPA YNC ACINT BFAM::

Faraag (nG.09° A1 KN Havy av® g QYLD 77706 07T 4.L7AC Chd®s AP 0N NINETFD- (3P
Utv A9PANE ATEETHE T7RC 1F19° (e T9° (FEHPOLVED ANANLT (af hCAELGTG ar-OAIF HONLD-
TANND W7L7G46 d4:h (Poncet, 1949) = AODTATSRM: AN N°7TED- hGAHPT Aafi E9°0 140
aAAFG NCAELST (ALY HCE €7¢- arrt)NC ATLINGTED: T674A: 9109 0”) (0teC hLa-
NILIAVIG CTLALTED 7NN 8514A (Bruce, 1790: 197-198, 362- 185) =
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NAM¢- HMPEM-9° U7 N7 L5 M- NGAHP79° (ALY €7C HCE: 8N ara-+INC NY8UIGT AARTT NG a7
197t hOn HM- WHAO ARPEFFDM7 AR-NLD A0LD- CFCATS (D4 Nav 247 NaPMPPI° W7LG4 C1ALR
a/GP Me™ ik ( Rassam, 1869; Abdussamed, 1989 ; Bahru,2023; John 2016):
: BU U (FEPLL “UIC €24 187G A" NG1ML I°rAn TIW 12T HATE XL LI, EI9°C W78 hPE 171l
NH.29° NES™IP H8AAMWI° (HU A0 A7F R7LEGL 8Tl (anlE (60T (LY avhan & 48T haN 11T OQY
NHAY) 22 A7 OPT ICTIR LSTIP HSA»P AN QA HerGP TH9°0CT AR T ANEALYAES BTE9° (ANCTTS Nan-+00C
aQC WrSAVED a0y 3F D97 (LY aPAN WL 151417 TN MO avANI® 71C SaPANGAZ

WAL 017 CATALENT A7L (WHON UG atr (A7 @l +00s 2L 7w 71277 T+ TH
Noo-+ONC 18A COAM A78U7 . U790 CULLLALA AM-PT AAUY . . . . COAGVES ChCOELGES
ALT CROFFETE@T7 Y8M9T nWiLLHE UEFEDTT COLMPO(TTG a0y 35t @7 oL ININNT 7
COFM T CLGNTT ADPT W74 QLT WIE, WTSALE NALLTI: . L L AND: AY YRNIGE
CUIN FGR AUTT L0 MPAADY® HSL LULMNPOT UG- 17t P, L L0 T4
MNCALLFI NANAGDgP AG COCYT +70C M), C70e 7@+ . . . (AhAKT2017: 263) =

nAL CTMPAT CovlE PrPET ¢7.0A%7 (ATCAL MHAN aonnAd CMNLD7  ANCFTT aPPLlANT LG
av-FAANG aPHaD &7 G0z WAL O-NT (D4 NALFT -0 TNANCE APGC CULLNTA N7NLD- Co1NLAN AT
A8 NZLT HOOGR 1A LT WD °LAh TAGT NAA COAM CULeATANLD: CoLoPAAD-7 CILTFT aP-(VT AT ELaPL
Wi1LorM av i) $FAA::

é. P7L2915t ANCTTHS v A0 O 778C D:AUICST AhN(.@-

TiRCT Pk CANCYI AIPTET COLANT ABULT NCATSS ANAYPG (104 CG4NT ANANI® AT 81094
(Debash, 2011; Cerard & Eloi (edit.)2015:5):x AnON@- NUAT @of Y9°a Gavi (AL
CAERL C7NENT e9PMy UNTT CAUAT CY/8YIGG Carant’l “ThanA YC: A7L WA CUSE NG Uie
07815 AOCFTS aonanc +MPa 7@ (John, 2016; $PAMEPE ALY (HAVT °0ISA ALTDZ AN
1I0) = BUT NG QNHA ACINTPA  hG.L9° (1L AP (1682-1706) a4t Nal: A8 C70LM-7 hil?
avydN G aPPOA Achd@ A79.D (LA STAAPAZ

NIAH

nneo: Ane: N AbOLAI®: TR ANGWA: ST
Mm4790: AN Mtz 7MYy EPCHM: W7 ATTIE
OPTAFm: L7THE Ad: Ad: (LAT:PAOPSG: (FoDTE
Cattior: (NNTZ NG: CATI°: NFNT: OH7T: ANg:
HCAL: MOI°%: W% 17L.C: hO: DOz °LCE AQAYI®:
DAY eZ PO7t: MEANZ DFLC: NJAZ avye:
NPAZ 7D L: (D ABHZ COLLL: AMA (NC: MDAONPPD::
NOov: (INg: ACLAT: N9 ATHA AL0: NCATO:
Howl: Q-0 AU MIPVLok: 700 9P0A: GRC: A%NTD:
90I°: W7

nUICE TCror

SEANGNA TE ST NAB AL T
NISAPO §U00E QTR nf0r WA hdP(rs
TEBUM- A7 ATTE LPTOFDM 7T A A (LT
CAGPET (Fav CACTTIOrT (1N NG PATIT (T
: BUT 7 (AP0) CrterAnS €091 NT7LC han
PLC SCHE (D7) L ANAIPG hIPhe (hCOLLT)
POFLG 4ANZ D ¢rMP MFLCT  NPH CNUGC
a0z AW AgA (BN UL 108 (1% M
ABAE COULL: NPH) 2 AINZ AAPO: BT ACRN
NCAFO 9 Lbariav-Col: W7 SaPa: (A75H-) 2 ChCK
IPNIGT IV Cd NDSE. DC ha HAZA9® 8!
7! (Lan%T 2014 9.9°. )=
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“...Mohamedans joined the king at the

time of war .....” Bruce further gave abit
exaggerated witness that “...there was not a
man in Abbyssinia that was abraver soldier
and better horse man than Yassine,that he had
no love for money but was a man of probity
and honour...... “ (Bruce, 1790:361-2).

TCHPE M. arOAIE TR INC 84S NG, .7
ALY A8 40 C1DYr eoLavnA avlE (A7 IPANTT
eam  NoevNAY®  CHHNM7  AILULNTAD:  BAGA:

4 [ ORACRe PLC RWITL 0T 98V BIS
WFLCT 440 DANT 5T T2 eSO eTnl
eage. ... ]

A CHADE AT& o . 1769 -1840 €16 71273 16G avPOA 7T NALBE AL NUSE U4 (LPOAFD-
ad WHO NCOAELRG AN NAAATG (HAET N9 4.6 TPNATFD A (Blundell, 2007 : 214) = sy
CANCATTS M1LE7 av 718 €007 NP C71.eMETC hBU79°::

neLqe UL BIPE ChCATES CANAICS AIPFE hWOEH €2779°10C 7819 MOLPH CUIC GPCI° hvt 162
OAZ04 AUTICT° U7 OAANOALE TS0 A8 “UGFD- €10 YNC: NAL9® SU7 AN TICHF (LLM4- D4 tarnh(
LG QYA AON (LEEPT T LN CUNEI® CAPFE nOET TG Tl 0L UG 815Nz “gie (9407
LU NRCREM 857 INC” A74.0z AT°ANE (T 77T NAALITFDG NAT7EE ASTED: &0 0N 2’AM7 11470
NCNT NG CULaPANT hd 70 QAR (G TD ML BN (L4 TEHIF AN O SAMN:: &0 ONI°  THUFT
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..... Whenever historians discuss the ruling class
especially those of the Zaméana Mésafent, they tend
to focus on their divisive characteristics. .... They
were all interrelated either by blood or marriage....
Ali I himself was the son of Séru Gwangul of the
Wara Séh while through his mother he was related
to Ras Faris of Lasta. When he died in June 1788
he was buried in Lalibela because Lasta was as
much his “country” as Yaju. His sister Kafay

was married to Marso Barénto, chief of a Wallo
Oromo... Gugsa’s daughters were married to Maru
of Dambeya, to Daja¢ Walda Rufaél of Meca
(Gojam), to Wagsum Kenfu and to Ddja¢ Hayla
Maryam of Semen. The latter had three children
from Hirut Gugsa-Marso, Betul and Yawbdar.
Yawbdar was married to Subagadis and her two
young brothers stayed with her in Tegray after their
father died. Later, they came to their cousin’s (Ali
1) court at Dabra Tabor where they lived most of
their lives. Ali IT himself was the son of Manan,
member of the Mamadoc family of Wara Himéano
and Walo... All the provincial ruling ‘houses shared
two characteristics: inter-relationship and continuity
which incidentally has always been the trait of
power elites throughout history. The Mamado6
family was inter-related by blood & marriage with
practically every province in the Masfenate. The
case of the Wara S¢h rulers is already wellknown.
There was no ruling house not related to them
Taytu would be a typical case in point in that
family. She was as much a member of the Wara Séh
as of the Semen house; her mother was from Gojam
and her aunt was married to Subagadis. Yaju,
Lasta, Walo, Bagémder, Mega (Gojam), Semén
were all her “countries”. In her later life, there was
practically no family of importance to which she
was not related either by blood or marriage.......
(Shiferaw,1990: 162-1633)
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