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Abstract

The main objective of the study is to examine the depiction of democratic and human rights abuses in
Amelmal’s, Ydltdkocdche Guzo (Unfinished Journey). One of the considerable importances of literature
all over the world is its use of sympathetic and attractive literary language to expose basic human right
abuses since human rights are also part of human life. Therefore, analyzing the roles of literatures
that are written in Amharic language in portraying basic human rights violations is paramount.
However, literatures written in Amharic language are not well studied from human rights violation
perspectives. This article, therefore, explores how the violations of basic human rights are depicted
in the selected novel. Because there was no computable data used, the study considered qualitative
research method. Regardless of the system by which a country is ruled, human rights are inviolable
because they are innate. The analysis of the novel, however, depicts that the inviolable human and
democratic rights of human beings have been violated. The finding of the study showed that the
depiction of human and democratic rights violations was explicit. It showed that people’s rights to life,

rights to equality, rights to liberty, and rights to election were abused during the two political regimes.

Keywords: Reading, new historicism, basic rights, abuses

Introduction

Literature plays a great role in exposing issues which are related to basic human rights.
Concerning this, Hezam (2016) argues that literature echoes the ills of the society with a
view to making the people to realize their mistakes, and to project the virtues to amend
them. According to Hazem, literature is a powerful instrument that goes deep into readers’
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heart and evokes the feel people have regarding their rights. He says that literature has
a unique power to touch the hearts and minds, and to engage readers in a way that is
distinctly different from other texts. It has the capacity to drive change and to motivate
people to take action. Regarding this, Hazem says:

Literary works can be seen as a powerful instrument to correlate the
concept of human rights as both literature and human rights always go
hand in hand for the betterment of society. No one can deny the role of
literature to create awareness among people of their rights (Hezam, M. 2016).

Similarily, literary works written in Amharic have the power to touch the hearts and minds
of the readers, to engage them emotionally, and to help them understand basic human
rights handlings. Although literatures written in Amharic have long history in comparison
to other literatures written in other Ethiopian languages, there are few researches done
on them from the point of view of representing basic human rights abuses in various
Ethiopian regimes.

Anteneh (2014) conducted his study on the title: The representation of politics in some
selected Amharic novels from 1930 until 2010. The study approved that novels represent
the historical and political events with more details and from different perspectives than
the historical and political documents, and there is a possibility to witness that the
fictional novels have the power to show historical facts, human and class relationships
implicitly, through the interactions of characters, story developments, and organization
of the whole work. Not only he focused on the representation of politics in literatures
written in Amharic, Anteneh also didn’t include Ydltdkodiche Guzo in his list of samples
for the study. Anteneh’s study confirmed that novels exhibit so much aspects of human
life implicitly through the interactions of characters which are not exposed explicitly by
political and historical documents. Unlike this study which discusses the representation
of human and democratic rights in Ydltdkodche Guzo (¢athe. H), Anteneh’s research
showed the political arena of the Ethiopian regimes from Hailasellase to the EPRDF
governments.

The other article published by Anteneh (2016) was an article on Dagim Nibab Ballewolledim
(%19 700 QrhamaLe). In this study, he analyzed the novel from the point of view of: the
spirituality of the author, the political system of the time and historical facts of the time
in which the novel was written. However in his analysis, Anteneh didn’t mention the issue
of fundamental human rights abuses as they are portrayed in Allewolledim (hamags®) (I
refuse to be born). Although Anteneh’s research mentioned the solid stand Abe Gubegna
had on human rights, his study didn’t show how these human rights are represented in
Allewolledim! This again showed that Anteneh’s study is broader in scope than the current
research. In the analysis of Allewolledim (hamaL9?), Anteneh focused on: the authors’ great
passion for writing, his awareness about the political situation of Ethiopia, his firm stand
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for human rights, and his need for change in the country. During the analysis of the
novel, authorial intention which may negatively affect the timelessness of the literary
product is considered in Anteneh’s article.

The other researcher, Michael (2016), conducted his study on Literature and Human
Rights: A Study on the Role of Literature in Promoting Human Rights. This article has
explored the representation of the relationship between literature and human rights. It
argued that literature can play paramount role in promoting human rights in two ways:-
First, as a reflection of reality. Literature can expose the various human rights violations
and abuses which are done against humans around the world. Secondly, it can promote
human rights using its unique power to touch the hearts and minds of people. Literature
can help people become more sympathetic towards those people who are suffering, and
who are living in pain as a result of the violations of their rights.

This study, however, focused on the depiction of basic right abuses in the novel
Yéiltékociche Guzo. To show how literature portrays basic human and democratic rights
handlings in Ethiopia, the study focused on Amharic novel. In doing so, the following
research questions were posed: What are the basic elements of human and democratic
rights depicted in the novel? How is the abuse of such basic human and democratic rights
reflected in the selected novel? In exploring the depiction of the basic human rights abuses
in the novel, the researcher used descriptive research approach. Similarly, he used New
Historicism literary theory to analyze the extracts which were taken from Ydltdkodiche
Guzo. New Historicism is an approach to literary criticism based on the premise that a
literary work should be considered as a product of its time, place and circumstances of
its composition (Greenblatt S, 1986). Ydltdkociche Guzo is a novel which depicts human
rights abuses during the historical times Ethiopia has passed through. Sharma (2014)
says that New Historicists’ main motive is to find out the subversive voices in literary texts
so that society may be awakened regarding the exploitation of marginalized community.
Yéiltékocdche Guzo has a vibrant relationship with the society it is about, Ethiopia. The
novel was selected using purposive sampling technique because the novel clearly depicts
the basic human rights abuses during the two consecutive Ethiopian regimes (the Darg
from 1974-1991 and the EPRDF from1991-2018). The extracts were translated into
English language from Amharic2. Therefore, both the English version and the Amharic
version were presented for the analysis to cross check the similarity of the two versions.

Human and Democratic Rights Abuses as Depicted in
Yaltdkoache Guzo (from 1974-1991)

Yéiltédkodche Guzo, which is in its literal translation, “Unfinished Journey” shows the ways
how human rights were being abused during the Dargue regimes. In the story, Tirufat, the

2 The extracts were translated by author of the article.
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major character of the story tells us the continuity of human rights violations in Ethiopia.
The novel shows the perpetuation of human rights abuses since the imperial regime. The
perpetual human rights abuses since feudal regime is shown in the novel as follows:- 44
ANCE7 WA INC CEPOANTD:: CAOAAPTE CPLI AANAMNMGT B0/ 1Le T7 nOLYIM T (NG 0EI°A +L070 ON7L TFLAL:
NP NEC ANVED NAE T HT/STT NNY9° AalsT: which means:

Tirufat cheerfully accepted the revolution because she thought that her aim
came true. However, the killing of the sixty ministers panicked her. They were
excruciatingly killed and buried in mass grave; this highly annoyed her, made

her sad. (pp. 142).

The Dargue’s merciless killing of people irritated the major character, Tirufat, to struggle
against the Dargue. The sixty former officials surrendered; therefore, they deserve
respected right to life, but the Dargue killed them without trial. Yaltdkodche Guzo shows
that there was a system change from Monarchial system to Military dictatorship. The
violation of the rights of people to life, however, persisted. According to the novel, the
violation of people’s right to life has no legal basis during the Dargue regime.

Consequently, Yaltdkoadche Guzo depicts that the more people strengthen their struggle to
fight against the violations of their rights, the more the dictator government strengthens its
violation of human rights to life. Counter-revolutionary groups who were revolting against
the Dargue were exposed to extrajudicial executions, and Yaltdkoache Guzo clearly shows
that the killings were arbitrary. Regardless of any differences, people become the victims
of free killings. The novel shows the sufferings the people faced during the Dargue as
follows:

“eT1RC VTN NYA ACIE 4.8 h&OIAFIUBAGIINCS %7 ABAL CTFM Utv (T (0 W7LPMA L1427

“The people of Gonder were killed in mass in the name of free measure. Regardless of age,
sex, ethnicity and language, everybody was killed everywhere” (pp. 145).

The military dictatorship continued the killing of people indiscriminately although youths
were the focal point of the killing. The way soldiers run here and there to kill the people
they come across showed that the Dargue and its cruel soldiers committed the abusing of
people’s rights to crimes in Ethiopia.

“OFLETE NI AW NT7LC NHT ABPLHU: SN YNC LULIPANT 2 A7L AOL O ACTZEM: CT77 AWM Ut NAD-Ro1:N
aaLe PET RTPA BTPAET hOOLP AIMGT5:”

This means in its English translation-“The soldiers acted as they were told not to leave
anybody in Gonder alive. With the help of automatic weapon, and running here and there
just like a mad dog, the soldiers shot and killed everybody they come across” (pp. 147).
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No soldier was sympathized with the victims being killed everywhere. Mothers who run to
save their children were killed, and their corpse were left on the street. Yaltdkodche Guzo
argues that the victims were being killed because of their need to see a well developed
country. They need to see a country in which justice is flourished, and they need to see a
country in which democracy is blossomed; however, the Dargue stands against their need
and it denied their rights to life.

Yéiltéikociche Guzo shows the continuation of arbitrary arrest of people by the Dargue
officials. Normally, people should know the reason why they are under control. The
Dargue, however, arrests people indiscriminately which is against people’s rights to liberty,
and this is represented in the novel clearly. The youths who are fighting for democracy
are exposed to the Dargue’s arbitrary arrest and detention. The character Mekbib who
is imprisoned by the Dargue does not know the reason why he is taken to the prison,
and this character represents the people who were arbitrarily imprisoned by the military
regime. The character even wants to know why they imprison him.

“anBavs @ eIOCHT 97 NALLT: 1MF? 97 MTEA A7L A&D A AADTYP:: DE BHFU AaPOVFEYFz: 99790 P AAMLPG
P4l ABTILT A7 BV Ute 1L CLLNAT” hA oPR1 12000 LIOF::

Mé&kbib with his tired sound says, “First of all, what is the cause for my imprisonment? I
don’t know why I am imprisoned. You brought me here from my home. You are beating me
to this extent without telling me what I did.” (pp. 203)

The right to liberty is represented in Yaltdkodche Guzo negatively. The novel shows that
people’s right to liberty is abused by the Dargue’s armed groups. Mekbib knows nothing
about the cause of his imprisonment which implies the violation of people’s rights to
liberty was rampant during the Dargue. Some times people usually face injustice without
their faults, but due to the people they have relationship with. In fact anybody who
is suspected of any crime should be informed the reason why he/she is imprisoned.
Imprisoning somebody because of his/her close relation with somebody else is illegal. The
illegality of this phenomenon is represented in Ydltdkodche Guzo. Waga who is a close
friend of Mcikbib is imprisoned:

“PI eFOLFM NEvnNN AN 7@ ATE LT el hailoe:” This means in its English translation
“Wdgd is imprisoned because of her relationship with Mdkbib, but they get no evidence
against her” (pp. 204).

The fact is that the Dargue arbitrarily arrested and imprisoned the people whom it
suspected of different political view of the time. People who were suspected of supporting
EPRP (Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party) are indiscriminately arrested, and they
were imprisoned. In the novel, there are mass arrests of people who were suspected as
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EPRP supporters, and many of them were arrested are subjected to torture, and many
others were “disappeared” after spending some time in detention. Ydltédkodiche Guzo crealy
shows this historically proven fact.

In addition to depicting the violation of people’s rights to liberty, Yaltdkodche Guzo goes
further, and it shows the violations of people’s rights to equality. Tirufat’s determination
to be served equally with ‘ordinary’ people in the Hospital shows people’s determination
to fight for the right to equality, and how much the Dargue regime and its system were
cruel. The extract of the novel shows that farmers were mistreated by the Dargue. They
(the farmers) were not equally treated with those who were not farmers:

“A97 MR AAFNICRI YNC? INLM7 AL LADLS 00T (ATE AATEL” hd L1

Yinabeb asks Tirufat, “Why didn’t you enter and get treatment? Leaving the farmers on the
queue and entering the hospital to get treatment is not extraordinary.” (pp.140)

Farmers were mistreated at various times in history even if they have been the backbone
of the country. Neither the urban dwellers nor the educated part of the society gave them
consideration. The equality they have with other social strata of the Ethiopian people is
violated. That is why Tirufat, the major character of the story, tries to break this chain of
inequality. Tirufat wants to respect others’ right to equality because unless she starts it
today, others may not start respecting it. She says:

“Ub 1y BEvLA” “It is going to be started today by me” (pp. 141). Tirufat fights for the equality
between the farmers and her; she wants to consider them as they are equal to her.

“gan Nt (ASE ANG NIASE W7Q0E A7 W77PPAT? ANT14 &7 W78 9°CT WD aRMC v B4 L7727 hOAT
@07 (PeE NeeMME AL T “Why are we underestimating them because of their dirty cloth
and the substandard language they use? When shall we stop overestimating ourselves
because of our level of education?” Tirufat asks herself (pp. 139).

In fact, being educated person should not be the source of inequality! In contrast, it must
be a source of humanity! The novel, however, depicts the educated people as those who
violate human rights and the uneducated as the abused people. Ydltékodche Guzo also
shows the inequality between the government officials and other ordinary employees. The
right government employees enjoy and the right ordinary people enjoy various. The two
parts of a community are treated inequitably in the novel.

“QavyINT AL QU Ute A78 nadMMG AaPHD U €o104-8 CHON (LT CT5A: 9°7 MLI° P LD 7 AN’ ANG | 102"
“Every government employee gets house based on the time when he/she comes to the area
and based on their order of registration. However, priority is always given to government

officials (pp.149).
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This is an indication of the violation of the rights to equality between the government
authorities and other employees which novel depicts.

Yéiltékodche Guzo is not only about depicting the representation of human right abuses;
it is also depicting the representation of democratic rights abuses during the Dargue.
Regarding the 1974 to 1991 representation of democratic right violation, Ydltdkodiche
Guzo explicitly depicts that the Dargue abused people’s rights to movement. The right to
movement is a democratic right that a person has to enjoy because he/she is a citizen
of the country. From the dialogue between Getdhun and Yindbeb, it is understandable
that people were hindered from moving from place to place in their own country. Getdhun
argues that the situation becomes the worst:

“ONMAY BIUT WIEET WL AN NG O avrbadn W7D, AATEPLATIOn (M ANEDIS LH AR RCAGA” hA SI0A
nega:” This means in its English translation, “Look Getdhun, we are not allowed to make
movement from place to place in our country. We are in serious time” says Yindbeb angrily
(pp-163).

In Yditédkocdiche Guzo, Tirufat remembers what Zemedkun always says: “a¢®0177 eo7 vt 0t
navp avegPn hant” “A dictator government should be removed by the voice of the people”

(pp. 147).

Tirufat, the character who represents the people, and who struggle for people’s rights,
has been struggling to bring democratic system in Ethiopia for a long period of time.
The continuation of human rights violations in Ydltdkodche Guzo shows that there were
perpetual human rights abuses in the successive regimes. The novel shows that the
change from Aristocratic system to military dictatorship brings the worst human rights
violations in Ethiopia. Detention, torture, killing and other form of basic rights abuses
continued- in The Unfinished Journey!

Human and Democratic Rights Abuses as depicted in Ydltékodiche Guzo (from 1991-2018)
The only change that took place according to the novel is the Dargue was overthrown,
and another group with different system came to power, but it continued human rights
violations. Tirufat, the major character of the novel, sees Gonder with no change. She sees
people suffering from the ill-treatment they were suffering during the Dargue. Yaltdkoache
Guzo depicts the vicious circle people live in. Tirufat and Yinebeb were outside Gonder
for a long period of time, and they came back home. The following extract depicts the
continuation of human rights violations:

“P4qitG 1IN TIRC boT7 16 AN AL QCT LILIF HA9° @741 MAT UG 102 AAS €4 F0L0r SR (LEans
a7 (eeeann wetlnEk €150 Literally, “Tirufat and Yinebeb find Gonder town just as it was
during the Darg regime-still in depression. Those who used to imprison people are being
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imprisoned; their families started bringing them food supplies.” (pp. 314).

Tirufat and Yinebe usually visit Gonder, and they find Gonder experiencing the worst
problem which is taking place. As usual, the inviolable rights of people were also abused
during the EPRDF government. Therefore, the change in government system could not
bring change regarding human right violations. According to Ydltdkodche Guzo, killing
people is continually performed by the EPRDF government too. The following extract
indirectly shows the perpetuation of the violation of human rights to life:

CWBPE APG4T W78LSTH AFAC BUFD7 NG VICHT ARTST AGPMAT WFANY Al £710CT £° (8P $CMIP:
: “To make you sure about his presence, I can bring one of the materials he handles. I am
doing this taking the risk losing my life.” (pp. 20)

This obviously shows that the arrested people could also be killed in prison. The phrase
“to make you sure about his presence” indicates that there are people who are exposed
to extra-judicial killings in prison which is against the rights to life. Yaltdkodche Guzo
shows the representation of human right abuses that were committed on the arbitrarily
arrested and detained people.

Yindbeb is arbitrarily arrested and put in prison. He knows nothing why he is arrested.
Therefore, Yindbeb’s arbitrary arrest shows that there was abuse of people’s rights to
liberty.

“QRCT ChE.SS €1L¢ UL AUATE UL N0LS, nC £37 ha" “Dargue’s arbitrary dismissal of human being
comes to her mind the second time.” (pp. 15).

The novel depicts that, like during the Darg, people are suffering from arbitrary arrest
by the government’s armed forces. What the military dictator was doing to her people
comes to Tirufat’s mind. She remembers the violations of her people’s right to liberty by
the Dargue. She perceived EPRDF the way she perceived the Dargue regime. The armed
government’s forces arrest innocent people simply because they suspect them.

«FME D80T N A163TC FCD RTC AN 19 £¢0 00N 366 DAL ABFAD-=:> > ATHY CFME HBNTF A7 AU
WL WO, AF LU K67 WILIPL4 fm-Ph: “I saw the armed forces pushing him into a white car
with no plate number, and taking him away” Not only her, but verybody knows who those
armed people may be. (pp. 25).

The character’s disagreement with what the armed forces of the EPRDF were doing
depicts that there were gross violations of human rights during this government system.
The armed forces denied what the rule of law says about people’s rights to liberty, and
they kidnapped Yindbeb when he was on the way to his home. The following extract
depicts how the EPRDF armed forces violated Yinebeb’s right to liberty disregarding what
Ethiopian constitution says about people’s rights to liberty.
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@G a0 QAT WIC W7 A ASPT FEREAED? P NANT A7 (eh] hAMEPIP? 7 ha S1z C19° WTTLED-
neWPI°: (1A CopM- MATTF AWT7SAU hi-khz: This means in its English translation, “In a country
where there are government and rule of law, why are you kidnapping me? If I did something
wrong, why can’t I be asked legally?” says Yinebeb. He never knew them. He understood
that they are not people who have personal problems with him” (pp. 334).

Yéltékocdiche Guzo indicates that the government’s armed forces kidnapped Mr. Yin&dbeb.
They asked him no question when they arrest him. Therefore, Yéltédkodche Guzo indicates
that EPRDF did this when it suspected any body who is opposing its syOstem, or who
tried to oppose its system. In a normal condition, the arrested person has the rights
to be informed why he/she is arrested, but there are times when an arrested person
face inappropriate handling of his/her rights. According to Ydltdkodiche Guzo, EPRDF
violated the rights of arrested people by denying their rights to be informed why he/she is
arrested, and the rights to see his family.

“Boeq BU7 Al - - (AN ATSEOMG ATSEMEPD AGS eoaC M. 1@+ ? PG UG (LTF AT, vl &t hCN avadMi
ngwa c? Tirufat asked the police- “Okay! Let it be. Is forbidding him from meeting and
asking his family appropriate? If they get him criminal, can’t they bring him to court?” (pp.
20).

The government and its security agents used such kinds of punishments which violates
the rights of the arrested people. Arrested people are expected to know why they are
arrested, and they have the right to see their families.

Besides, Ydltdkodche Guzo shows the continuation of democratic rights violations since
1991. It shows that the democratic rights are being violated by the EPRDF (Ethiopian
People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front) government. The EPRDF fought the military
dictatorship to bring democracy to Ethiopians although things started changing after they
overthrew the Darg. The novel says:-

“RAPNGNT - - GET - - - T&TET ARICRE AU ATV - - - RCT7 AGPOA QAONFET ARV LLETFDT ACThnn
ngaraAV9e?” “Don’t you think that they seem to compensate the time they spent to bring
democracy, justice--freedom for Ethiopian people?” (pp. 315).

People Ethiopian people got disappointed by what the EPRDF was doing. They couldn’t

enjoy the democratic government they were fighting for. Ethiopians expected democratic
government though what they faced was the contrary.

“QRCT eI OLP WSO a7 (AN BHO CTaFMT 98T havdCo T hBOPOAIP: PRt AOHED HHA
CULLOAT M PTG AT ANF YDz
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“Even if the Dargue government was overthrown, and the new government came to
power, the society doesn’t seem to get the better government. Majority of the people is
complaining” (pp. 316).

Many parts of Ethiopia experienced the same kind of situations post Darg. People were
being imprisoned.

“P4dG BINN 17RC NFU17 15 AN AL LCT LM HAI® @741 00T PG 1M had 04T F0LM- ChII® (LN
7% N"ePANN AT INE 815 "

“Tirufdt and Yindbeb find Gonder just the way they found it during the Darg regime; people
live in anguish. Those who used to imprison people inturn become prisoners”(pp. 314).

Therefore, Yaltakodche Guzo shows the continuity of dictatorial government in Ethiopia.
Yinebeb says:- “Dar4 9017 a0y @L M@ WIPATT a0 AR 1T NHY (AS T1LDT0, AGC hETFAI:
A WTR1G U7 e oPEarC AT €9PAEED AILD WICT ha 8700 “No good evidence than this for the
change from one dictatorial government to the other dictatorial government. That is why I
say we have to start the struggle as new.” (pp. 329). Like during Dargue, Ydltédkodiche
Guzo visualizes democratic rights abuses during the EPRDF. The Unfinished Journey
(Ydltcikociche Guzo), as it can be understood from its name, the violations of human rights
have continued.

The other democratic rights the EPRDF government abused, according to Ydltdkodche
Guzo, is the right to election. EPRDF abused people’s rights to election by denying the
promise it had with the people. Regarding this, The Carter Centre (2005) says the following:

The election of 2005 was different in that there was a stiff
competition among different political parties, for the first time in the
history of Ethiopia. The people of Ethiopia were very much pleased
with the situation and millions of people voted for their favorite
parties and leaders at different levels. However, the situation was
changed overnight when both the EPRDF government and the
opposition parties claimed victory which led to demonstrations in
some big towns of the country, and it caused the arrest and killing of

many people (The Carter Centre, 2005).

Similarily, Yaltakodache Guzo shows the hopeful election being preached by EPRDF in
2005 although it was unsuccessful. ¢AVALT @712 “ThRAG CaHAN PCR, ACTNLE BCAN, TrNFAU-"
Az CADP 00740 (AR LDE7 A ONT A7L16 7160 Hé# .. . OUHA AN AT o0 +04- Pt 27040, 9°CoR, HMS
ant eong ¢4 EPRDF government says, “I decided to conduct democratic election which is
free from any drawback.” The spirit of change becomes alive once again in the hearts of
Ethiopians! ....the election that was hopefully expected was aborted (pp. 354). Believing
the government’s propaganda, the people expected free and fair election to take place.

Ydéltdkoache Guzo depicts that the 2005 election surprisingly turned bad because the
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election Ethiopians expected was curtained by the government itself. Bare handed people
who came to street with their sentiments were summarily killed. Due to the aborted
election agony continued everywhere in Ethiopia. Therefore, the novel shows that torture,
killings and detainment continued during the EPRDF government too.

Conclusion

Ydltdikociche Guzo depicts the violation of basic rights of human beings with the help of its
imaginary characters. The visualization of merciless killing of innocent citizens during the
Dargue regime indicated that there were fundamental human rights violations during the
Dargue. The ministers who were not protesting against the Dargue were killed, and this
merciless Killing of the sixty ministers has historical basis. With the change of the system
from Monarchical system to Military dictatorship, the violation of the right of people to
life persisted. The novel Ydltdkodche Guzo also depicts the situation of the violation of the
right to equality during the military dictatorship. This fact makes the study possible to
analyze the extracts based New Historicism which examines the ways in which a cultural
product (especially a literary text) interacts with and participates in its historical context.
Like the Dargue, EPRDF government is also characterized in the novel by gross basic
rights violations. The violations of people’s right to life, to equality and to liberty are
clearly visualized in the novel. The armed government’s forces arrest, torture and kill the
innocent people simply because they suspected them of supporting the previous regime,
or having different political view. Ydltdkodche Guzo indicates that the EPRDF government
violated the rights of arrested persons by denying the people their right to be informed
why he/she is arrested and their rights to see his/her family. Generally, Ydltdkociche
Guzo depicts both human and democratic rights violations by the Dargue regime and the
EPRDF government from 1974-2018.
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